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Chapter 4 * Patriot Versus Loyalist

Successors shall appoint to receive such-account; and will take no fee,
reward, or profit for the execution or performance of the said trust, or the
business relating thereto, from any person or persons, other than such as
shall be allowed by His Majesty, His Heirs, and Successors, or by some other
person or persons under him or them to that purpose authorized. . . .

And be it further exacted by the authority aforesaid that, if any perSon Or persons
shall sign . . . in any of the said colonies or plantations, or in any other part of His

Majesty’s dominions, any matter or thing for which the vellum, parchment, or paper is

~ hereby charged to pay any duty, before the same shall be marked or stamped with the
marks or stamps to be provided as aforesaid, or upon which there shall not be some
stamp or mark resembling the same; or shall sign . . . any matter or thing upon any vel-

~* lum, parchment, or paper that shall be marked or stamped for any Tower duty than the

duty by this act made payable in respect thereof; every such person so offending shall,

for every such offence, forfeit the sum of £10. . . . :

: And be it further exacted by the authority aforesaid that if any person shall forge, coun-
terfeit, erase, or alter any such certificate, every such person so offending shall be guilty of

felony, and shall suffer death as in cases of felony without the benefit of clergy: . . .

- And be it further exacted by the authority aforesaid that all forfeitures and penalties in-
curred after the 29th day of September, 1765, for offenses committed against an act passed
in the fourth year of the reign of His present Majesty, entitled “An act for granting certain
duties in the British colonies and plantations in America. . .” and for offences committed
against any other act or acts of Parliament relating to the trade or revenues of the said

~ colonies or plantations, shall and may be prosecuted, sued for, and recovered in any court
- of record, or in any Court of Admiralty, in the respective colony or plantation where the
offense shall be committed, or in any Court of Vice-Adnfﬁralty appointed or to be appoint-
ed, and which shall have jurisdiction within such. colony, plantation, or place (which
Courts of Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty are hereby respectively authorized and required
to proceed, hear, and determine the same) at the election of the informer or prosecutor. . .,
And be it further exacted by the authority aforesaid that all the offenses which are by
this act made felony, and shall be committed within any part of His Majesty’s domin-
ions, shall and may be heard, tried, and determined before any court of law within the
respective kingdom, territory, colony, or plantation where the offense shall be commit-
ted, in such and the same manner as all other felonies can or may be heard, tried, and
determined in such court.

Stamp Act Congress

The members of this congress, sincerely devoted, with the warmest sentiments of affec-

tion and duty to his Majesty’s person and government; inviolably attached to the present

happy establishment of the Protestanit succession, and with minds deeply impressed by

John Alman, ed., “The Declarations of the Stamp Act Congress,” Collection of Interesting, Authentic Papers -~
Relative to the Disputes Between Britain and America (London, n.p., 1777), vok. 5, no. 1, pp. 11-13.
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a sense of the present and impending misfortunes of the British colonies on this continent;

therein, by themselves; and that no taxes ever have been, or can be constitutionally im-

‘Britain, to pay for the manufactures which they ‘are obliged to take from thence, they

Cha?ter 4 » Patriot Versus Loyalist

.. make the following declarations, of our humble opinion, respecting the most essential
rights and liberties of the colonists, and of the grievances under which they labour, by
reason of several late acts of Parliament. '

"1.-That his Majesty’s subjects in these colonies, owe the same allegiance to the
Crown of Great Britain, that is owing from his subjects born within the realm, and all
due subordination to that august body, the Parliament of Great Britain.

TL. That his Majesty’s liege subjects in these colonies are entitled to all the inherent
rights and liberties of his natural born subjects within the kingdom of Great Britain:
IIL That it is inseparably essential to the freedom of a people, and the undoubted
right of Englishmen, that no taxes should be imposed on them, but with their own con-
sent, given personally, or by their representatives. .

IV. That the people of these colonies are not, and from their local circumstances,
cannot be represented in the House of Commons in Great Britain. ' o

V. That the only representatives of the people of these colonies, are persons chosen

posed on them, but by their respective Jegislature.

VL. That all supplies to the Crown, being free gifts of the people, itis unreasonable
and inconsistent with the principles and spirit of the British constitution, for the people
of Great Britain to grant to his Majesty the property of the colonists.

© VIL That trial by jury is the inherent-and invaluable right of every British subject
in these colonies. A : .

VIIL That the late Act of Parliament, entitled, An Act for granting and applying
certain Stamp Duties, . . . by imposing taxes on the inhabitants of these colonies, and the
said Act, and several other Acts, by extending the jurisdiction of the courts of admiralty
beyond its ancient limits, have 2 manifest tendency to subvert the rights and liberties of
the colonists. . :

TX. That the duties imposed by several late Acts of Parliament, from the peculiar
circumstances of these colonies, will be extremely burdensome and grievous, and from
the scarcity of specie, the payment of them absolutely impracticable.

X. That as the profits of the trade of these colonies ultimately centre in Great

eventually contribute very largely to all supplies granted there to the Crown.

XI. That the restrictions imposed by several late Acts of Parliament, on the trade of
these colonies, will render them unable to purchase the manufactures of Great Britain.

XII. That the increase, prosperity and happiness of these colonies, depend on the
full and free enjoyment of their rights and liberties, and an intercourse with great
Britain, mutually affectionate and advantageous.

XTIL. That it is the right of the British subjects in these colonies, to petition the king
or either house of Parliament.

Lastly, that it is the indispensable duty of these colonies to the best of sovereigns,

to the mother country, and to themselves, to endeavor by a loyal and dutiful address 0
his Majesty, and humble applications to both houses of Parliament, to procure the re
peal of the Act for granting and applying certain stamp duties, of all clauses of any .
other Acts of Parliament, whereby the jurisdiction of the admiralty is extended as afore
said, and of the other late Acts for the restriction of American commerce.



