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Council board member Bernard 
Kinsey and his wife Shirley have 
been passionate collectors of  
African American art, artifacts,  
and historical documents for  
more than 35 years. Inspired by 
a homework assignment for their 
son, Khalil, the Kinseys began a 
journey into their family history 
which evolved into their award-
winning private collection. 

The Kinsey Collection has received 
national awards, toured six cities, 
and been seen by over twenty 
thousand students across the 
United States; it opened this  
October at the Smithsonian.

The collection tells the story 
of African American triumph, 
struggle, and accomplishment 
from 1600 to the present through 
artifacts, artwork, and documents 
of historical and cultural signifi-
cance. It includes such rarities as 
a tintype of an African American 
Union soldier, an early version of 
the Emancipation Proclamation, 
and a letter from Malcolm X to 
Alex Haley. 

In a recent convening of former  
California Story Fund grant recipi-
ents, one project director described 
an especially powerful interview. 
The interviewee talked about his 
experiences as a Japanese Ameri-
can in the WWII internment camps.

When asked why he previously 
hadn’t shared his story, tears ran 
down his face as he said simply, 
“…because nobody asked me.”

By creating opportunities for the 
untold stories like the one above  
to be gathered and shared, the 
California Council for the Humani-
ties (CCH) is helping to build 
cultural bridges of understanding 
and respect. The projects and  
programs that we sponsor  
represent a wide range of  
experiences, capturing the full 
diversity of California through  
a humanities lens. 

That is why we are asking for  
you to help us by supporting  
this important work. 

Please join us in stemming the 
erosion of our collective history 
and humanity by making a dona-
tion of $100, $75, or $50 today.

The humanities explore what it 
means to be human. Through the 
humanities—history, literature, 
philosophy, and more—we engage 
our most vital inheritance: the 
wisdom of our cultures, the expe-
rience of remarkable individuals, 
and the defining values that guide 
our lives as a people. The humani-
ties invite us to partake in lifelong 
learning and to examine the world 
through different perspectives. 
CCH is dedicated to the creation of 
a state in which this cultural inheri-
tance can be enjoyed by everyone, 
enabling us to fully develop our 
personal capacities, to appreciate 
our cultural diversity, and to pur-
sue the common good we desire.  

Won’t you consider partnering 
with us by donating today? 

Please use the enclosed envelope 
and help us connect Californians  
to the power of ideas.

Numerous firsts are also repre-
sented, including a photograph  
of Hiram Rhodes Revels, who in 
1870 became the first African  
American member of the U.S. 
Senate, and a first-edition copy of 
Phillis Wheatley’s 1773 collection—
widely regarded as the first book of 
poetry by an African American to 
be published in the United States.

Bernard Kinsey’s connection to the 
collection is profoundly personal. 
A reproduction of a 1903 letter 
written by a relative of Kinsey’s 
asks President Theodore Roosevelt 
to help reclaim her 14-year-old 
brother, who was taken under false 
pretenses and sold into slavery. 
Kinsey is connected, through his 
father, to another document—the 
signed decision from the Brown v. 
Board of Education case, which led 
to desegregation of public schools; 
Kinsey’s father, a school principal, 
was involved in an earlier school 
suit that was also argued by  
Thurgood Marshall and paved the 
way for the historic 1954 decision.  

kinsey collection debuts 
at the smithsonian
One family documents and shares stories of African American  
triumph and struggle through their personal treasures
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The current exhibition, “The  
Kinsey Collection: Shared Trea-
sures of Bernard and Shirley 
Kinsey,” was organized by the 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture  
and will be on display at the 
National Museum of American  
History, where an estimated  
2.5 million visitors will see the  
collection before it closes on  
May 1, 2011. 

Said Lonnie G. Bunch III, found-
ing director of the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture,  
“I have opened many exhibitions 
throughout my career but few 
have excited, challenged, and 
moved me as has the ‘Kinsey  
Collection.’ This exhibition is part 
of the way we thank collectors like 
Bernard and Shirley Kinsey who 
have worked mightily to save and 
make accessible an important part 
of America’s history and culture.”

For more on the collection, visit 
www.thekinseycollection.com.  
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CCH Board members

California Council for the Humanities you could win a $50 Amazon gift 
card if you nominate a book for 
our statewide read on democracy! 
Visit www.calhum.org/nominate 
before December 15th.


