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How to Participate Today

• Open and close your panel with 
orange arrow

• Phone call is recommended for best 
hearing quality

• Submit questions by typing them in

• Q&A addressed at the various 
points in today’s session

• All those who registered will receive 
a link to a recorded version of 
today’s session



• Submit questions by 
typing them in the 
question box

How to Participate Today
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AGENDA

• Humanities for All Program Overview 

• Application Process   

• Review, Notification, & Award Process 

• Conclusion 

The webinar should take about 60 minutes. The meeting will be recorded and 
made available to anyone who has to leave early, as well as with other 
registrants who were unable to attend today. A recording will also be archived on 
our website.



Welcome!

California Humanities (formerly Cal Humanities) seeks to connect Californians to 
ideas and one another in order to understand our shared heritage and diverse 
cultures, inspire civic participation, and shape our future.  California Humanities is 
an independent nonprofit partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 



Humanities for All is a new grant program that supports locally-initiated 
public humanities projects that respond to the needs and interests of 
Californians, encourage greater public participation in humanities 
programming, particularly by new and/or underserved audiences, and 
promotes understanding and empathy among all our state’s peoples in order 
to cultivate a thriving democracy.



Humanities for All

Humanities for All 
Quick Grants

Shorter term (1 year)

Small-scale projects

$1K - $5K, no match 
required

3 rounds/year: Feb 15th , 
June 14th, Oct 15th

Next Deadline: June 14, 
2019

Grant Period:  

Sept 1, 2019 – Aug 31, 2020

Humanities for All Project Grants

Longer term (2 year)

Larger scale public humanities 
projects

Require involvement of a 
humanities expert as advisor 

$10K - $20K, cash/in-kind match 
required

2 rounds/year: Feb 1, Aug 1

Next Deadline: Aug 1, 2019



What are the humanities?

• The humanities enable us to understand, explore, and 
communicate about the human experience

• Humanities “ways of knowing” focus on exploring 
meaning and values and promoting understanding 

• Everyday humanities includes reading, conversation, 
storytelling, reflection, and analysis  

Rolling Counterpoint (2017)



What are the humanities?

Formal study of the humanities includes subject areas
(disciplines) like literature, history, philosophy, cultural 
studies, law, ethics, religious studies as well as “humanistic” 
social sciences  -- but humanities approaches can be applied 
to any subject or field

Humanities practitioners or “experts”– scholars, journalists, 
curators, writers, archivists, culture bearers, etc. – possess 
special skills or knowledges



What are the public humanities?

Straight Outta Fresno (2017)

BorderClick
(2017)

Humanities-centered learning 
experiences that take place 
outside of formal educational 
environments (at any level)



Specific Examples:

• Forums or community dialogues 
• Film and discussion series  
• Oral history or story-based projects that produce public-facing  
events 
• Community-wide reads with interactive programming
• Neighborhood history projects
• Cultural festivals
• Interpretive exhibits
• Hybrid arts-with-humanities projects  
• Multifaceted projects that combine the above....and much, much 
more!    

Check out the list of funded projects last rounds posted on website.



Check out the List of Funded
Humanities for All Quick Grant Projects



Special Funding Focus Areas 

This is an option – not a requirement!  Please note, only one special area of 
focus can be selected per project.

YOUTH VOICES 
• If your project will involve teens as primary program participants or 

audiences, and address topics or subjects of interest to them, you may 
apply for special consideration under the YOUTH VOICES designation. 

ARTS + HUMANITIES 
• If your projects will use humanities learning experiences or research 

methods to provide opportunities for the interpretation, analysis, or 
provide a greater contextual understanding of the visual and performing 
arts may apply for consideration under the ARTS + HUMANITIES 
designation. 



• Funding for individual artists, scholars, or researchers creating works 
not included in public programming outputs

• Research, study, creative work, or travel for non-public programming 
events

• General operating support

• Capital improvements

• Regranting, scholarships, prizes, internships, artist in residency 
programs or gifts 

• Publications not connected to public programming

What is NOT Eligible for Humanities for All Grant 
Funding? 



• Activities and projects intended to advance a specific 
policy or political agenda or to influence legislation 
(advocacy)

• Academic or school-based projects without significant 
public programming components or outputs

• Activities and projects designed for the purposes of 
fundraising, marketing, and institutional or 
organizational promotion and advancement

• Stand alone media project without public programming 
components

What is NOT Eligible for Humanities for All 
Grant Funding? (continued) 



Application eligibility is limited to nonprofit organizations and/or
local or state government entities (e.g., public universities, colleges, 
K-12 schools, libraries, museums, city agencies) that meet the 
following criteria: 

Who Can Apply

•Be based in California 

•Organization must be federally tax-exempt

•No more than one application per deadline

•Not have an active grant or pending application (for 
any grant program) – exceptions for colleges and 
universities and CH-approved organizations acting as 
multi-project fiscal sponsors

•Be in good standing, if a previous grantee



• Returning Quick Grant recipients (organizations and 
project directors) are required to wait one year following 
the submission of their final report before reapplying. 

Exceptions for colleges and universities and CH-approved 
organizations acting as multi-project fiscal sponsors

 Projects may be fiscally sponsored by eligible 
organizations

 Obtain Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) 
number at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform 

 Register DUNS number with SAM.gov, see FAQ for more 
details

Who Can Apply



Funding Guidelines for Humanities for All Quick Grants 

• Applicants may request between $1,000 and $5,000

• Matching funds (cash or in-kind contributions from non-
federal sources) are not required, but are not discouraged 

• Grant funds should only be used for eligible project-
related expenses incurred during the grant period

• Activities/ public programs must take place during the 
grant period: Sept 1, 2019 – Aug 31, 2020



A p p l y i n g  For  a  
H u m a ni t i es  fo r  A l l  Q u i c k  Gra nt



calhum.org/funding-opportunities/humanities-for-all





You can download these materials as a zip file with Guidelines, FAQ 
and Budget Template

Note: To begin the application, it is required to indicate that you 
have read the Guidelines and FAQ before proceeding



Guidelines (6 pages) 



FAQ (12 pages)



Budget 
Template



Application Components 

Online application form (all fields complete, with 100 
word summary of project)

Proposal Narrative (up to 2 pages, word doc or PDF)

Project Budget (Excel, including budget narrative)

MOU (only for fiscally sponsored projects)

Must be submitted by June 14, 2019 at 5pm PST





https://ch-grants.smapply.io/prog/HFAQ/

Note: You will have to register with California Humanities’ portal even if you 
have used SurveyMonkey Apply for another organization/funder



Required Reading--Click DONE and Mark as Complete after reviewing these 
materials. 



Eligibility Quiz-This quiz will help determine if your project meets  
the criteria for this round of  Quick Grants.





Online Application Form 

• Provide all requested information about proposed project, 
applicant organization, authorizing official, project 
director, and other key personnel

• A 100 word project summary statement

• You can save your work and return to an in-progress 
application

• Federal tax ID and DUNS number for the applicant 
organization are required to process your application  

• Please ensure your DUNS number has been registered 
through SAM.gov



To preview your application look for the eye icon to 
the right of the screen



Add a collaborator

Inviting additional people to work on one application



Uploading the Proposal Narrative as a file



Proposal Narrative Format

• Prepare your narrative following the instructions in the 
guidelines.

• Organize your narrative using the prompts in the order 
specified (to save space, don’t repeat the prompting 
questions).

• Use 1 inch margins and 11 pt. type face.

• Do not exceed 2 pages in length.



Proposal Narrative (2 pages maximum)

Section 1: Description of proposed project or activities  

Describe what  kind(s) of impactful humanities learning 
experiences you will provide participants or audience members

Provide as much detail as possible about when and where your 
activities will take place (dates, times, location, venues, etc.)

Note: Activities must take place within the grant period: 
Sept 1, 2019 – Aug 31, 2020 



Proposal Narrative (2 page maximum) 

Section 2: Objectives and Desired Outcomes

Why is this project important?  Why do you want to do it?

What are the anticipated impacts and benefits of the 
project?

How will you assess the outcome(s) of your activities 
(evaluation plan)



Proposal Narrative (2 page maximum)

Section 3: Outreach and Engagement

Who will participate in the project?

Describe your target audiences and participants, including 
new/underserved as well as existing

Estimate the size of audience or number of  participants

How you plan to inform and engage them in your project? 
(marketing and publicity)

How you will reduce any barriers to entry and participation by 
the public? (May include fees, language, scheduling 
considerations)



Proposal Narrative (2 page maximum)

Section 4: Capacity  

Who are the Project Director and other key people who will 
plan and implement the proposed activities 

What resources will the sponsoring organization and any 
other partner contribute to the project to ensure its 
successful implementation? 



QUESTIONS?







Distribute the amounts for each line item into the 
appropriate column. 

Match is NOT required.

Budget Template Columns 



Budget Template Line Items

You can add in and edit the 
line items to be specific to 
your project 



BUDGET NARRATIVE (Required)

Identify other project funders and sources of income, 
including status of funding (e.g., Applied for, Anticipated, 
Received). 

Include brief descriptions of any line items that require 
clarification, e.g., information about how salaries, professional 
fees, and/or travel expenses were calculated. 

Be sure to identify persons receiving California Humanities 
funds (should match proposal narrative)



PROJECT BUDGET

Overview

• Quick Grant applicants can request between $1,000 
and $5,000

• California Humanities grant funds and any matching 
contributions must be spent/encumbered during the 
grant period (Sept 1, 2019 – Aug 31, 2020)



PROJECT BUDGET Eligible Expenses

• Programmatic and administrative salaries and benefits

• Professional fees including honoraria & stipends

• Program-related supplies and materials

• Marketing and outreach expenses, program 
documentation & evaluation expenses

• Food and refreshments for program activities (excluding  
alcoholic beverages)

• Fiscal sponsor fee, indirect costs, or overhead (up to 
10% of award)

• Consult FAQ for more information



MOU (required for Fiscally Sponsored Projects only)

• A MOU is needed if the application is being made by an 
organization who will serve as a fiscal sponsor for the 
project on the behalf of another organization or individual

• If so, please attach a Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement, 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), or other 
document that outlines the arrangements between the 
two parties that will ensure the smooth administration of 
the project and management of the California Humanities 
award.  

• See the FAQs for more details.



Upload Memorandum of Understanding 



Review and Submit  button becomes green when 
you complete all the required tasks 





Tips for Preparing your Application

• Get started as soon as possible 

• Begin gathering needed data (for example: DUNS, Tax ID/EIN, and 
congressional district of project)

• Review, edit, and proof your narrative and re-check your 
budget calculations

• Utilize the FAQ

• Allow at least two hours to complete the online application form and 
to upload your documents 

• Write your Project Summary statement (part of online application 
form) last! 



Review, Notif ication,  
and Award Process



Review Process for Quick Grants 

Review : due diligence, 
competitiveness vis a vis 
criteria, and 
consideration of special 
factors (2.5 months)

Notification and 
awards in early 
September 2019



REVIEW CRITERIA: Quality

• Clarity of project purpose, objectives and proposed 
outcomes

• Awareness of and responsiveness to the interests, needs, 
and  characteristics of the target audience(s), including any 
potential barriers to access

• Level of community support and interest in the project 

• If applying for YOUTH VOICES track funds, potential to fulfill the 
goals of the Humanities for All Quick Grant  program, including 
expanding public access to the humanities for underserved 
constituencies (teens in particular)

• If applying for ARTS+HUMANITIES track funds, potential to 
provide rich, relevant, and meaningful humanities learning 
experiences and activities for the target audience(s), including 
depth of humanities content (or arts-humanities content)



REVIEW CRITERIA: Capacity

• Evidence that the project team has the necessary 
level of experience and skill to successfully 
implement the proposed project 

• Feasibility and soundness of project activities, 
budget, outreach, and evaluation plans

• Suitability of the sponsoring organization and 
partners or collaborators to implement the project 
(as shown by prior experience, contribution of 
resources, and/or level of interest shown in the 
project)



What Makes a Proposal Stand Out?

• Thoroughness and completeness – no missing information  
or elements – all information is consistent

• Project is audience-centered – demonstrates  awareness 
of and effort to respond to target audience(s) especially 
those that are  new/underserved

• Humanities are central, not tangential to project 

• Project is ambitious but realistic 

• Budget is reasonable – request from California Humanities 
is justified.

• Project team has needed capacity; all personnel receiving 
California Humanities funds identified 



Award Process 

• Awards will be announced in early September 2019 (all 
applicants will be emailed)

• Number of projects funded varies depending on funds 
available for each grant cycle 

• Reviewer comments are provided to all applicants upon 
request

• Revision (where feasible and desired) and application for a 
future round in encouraged if initial request is not funded



Post-Award Quick Grant Activities

• Grantee Toolkit 

• Sign and return grant agreement  (100% of award 
disbursed)

• Review documents and orientation materials and request 
clarification where needed 

• Comply with all terms of grant agreement, including  
publicity, acknowledgment of support, evaluation, and 
reporting (final report and change requests).



QUESTIONS?



Don’t hesitate to contact us if you have questions after 
today’s presentation and reviewing the application materials.

Questions about eligibility, grant guidelines and requirements, 
or the Humanities for All program in general? 

Lucena Lau Valle, Associate Program Officer  
lvalle@calhum.org 

Questions about the online application process and 
compliance? 

Debra White, Grants Manager 
dwhite@calhum.org

Thank you for your interest and attention and good luck!


