Sending a Thank-You Letter to 
Your Congressperson and Elected Officials


California Humanities depends upon the support of the National Endowment for the Humanities and others to make these grant awards. We encourage you to send a letter, email, or fax to your political representatives letting them know about the importance of your work and what this grant means to your community. 

We have provided a template below for your use. Please be so kind as to copy us on any communications you send. We also strongly encourage you to invite your elected officials to all project-related public events, and informing us if they or members of their staff attend.

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you require additional assistance please contact:

Outreach and Advocacy Manager John Nguyen-Yap at 415.391.1474 ext. 301 or jnguyenyap@calhum.org 


We strongly encourage you to invite your Congressional Representatives to all project-related public events, and informing us if they or members of their staff attend.

U.S. Senate

Senator Dianne Feinstein 

Mailing Addresses for Feinstein’s offices in Fresno, Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco

Senator Kamala Harris

Mailing Addresses for Harris’ offices in Fresno, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, and Los Angeles 

U.S. House Representative

Look up your U.S. Congressional Representative here:
http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/ 


CA State Legislature (State Senate and State Assembly)

Look up your CA State Senator and CA Assemblyperson here:
http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/





[DATE]

The Honorable [FIRST NAME LAST NAME]
[ADRESS]
[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Dear Representative [LAST NAME]:

I am pleased to inform you that we have received a prestigious California Documentary Project (CDP) grant award for [PROJECT TITLE] from California Humanities, in partnership with the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).  CDP is a competitive grants program that supports documentary film, radio, and new media productions that enhance our understanding of California and its cultures, peoples, and histories. 

The demand for this grant is extraordinary and we are honored to have received an award. Our project would not be possible without the help of California Humanities. California Humanities received nearly $6.2 million in requests, however was only able to fund approximately $350,000 in awards.

[PROJECT TITLE] will [PROJECT DESCRIPTION]. [ORGANIZATION NAME] wants to thank you for your ongoing support, and your commitment to providing access to high-quality humanities projects to residents of California. This support is both an investment in our organization and in the social fabric of our state.  

As you may know, state humanities organizations are unique entities that support the public’s engagement with the humanities and receive their core funding from the NEH’s Federal-State Partnership program. We ask for your support to increase much-needed funding for NEH, which would translate into more projects like ours within your district and throughout California. By sharing the stories of our past and present, learning about what distinguishes us and what brings us together as people, projects like this one help us to strengthen our democracy as we work together to build a common future. 

Thank you for your continued support of California Humanities and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Sincerely,


