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Thanking your Elected Officials – General Tips

1. We encourage all of our grantees to communicate with their elected officials, in general, and also when receiving grants. It is a great way to highlight your work with them, while also reminding them what public funds are being invested in their districts.
1. If you are already communicating with them, that is wonderful!
1. If this is a new practice, we encourage sending paper letters to their main offices in Washington DC, for our Representatives and Senators, or Sacramento, for our state legislators. Typically, the staff in main offices are the ones involved with budget processes and the decisions that impact funding.
1. I would also encourage emailing digital copies of the letters to district offices since they will be the staff that would attend events or know to whom to market your programs. 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Of course, we are in different times due to COVID-19, and emailing all of the letters is fine. In fact, we have been doing that since shelter-in-place started and have received more immediate feedback from the staff that we have contacted. I usually send the emails to the Chiefs-of-Staff if I have no consistent contact at the office. 
1. You can find staff information and email addresses through sites like Billtrack50.com. Not all legislators list their staff or contact information on their webpages. 
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