Sample Press Release for Library Innovation Lab Awards

[adapt and send out over your letterhead]

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [DATE]

Contact: [YOU/YOUR PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER—include name, title if applicable, phone number, and email address]

________[YOUR ORGANIZATION] RECEIVES LIBRARY INNOVATION LAB GRANT AWARD FROM CALIFORNIA HUMANITIES

(YOUR TOWN, CALIF.) — California Humanities has announced the 2020 round of Library Innovation Lab (LIL) awards. _____________ [YOUR ORGANIZATION] has been awarded ____________ [AMOUNT OF YOUR AWARD] for its project entitled “____________” [TITLE OF YOUR PROJECT]. 

Now entering its third year, the Library Innovation Lab program supports the design and delivery of responsive and relevant public humanities programming in California’s public libraries by providing a nine-month practice-based professional development experience and cash grants of up to $5,000 to participating library programmers. The creative and innovative programs that library staff develop will respond to the needs and circumstances of today’s immigrants and immigrant communities and foster more inclusive communities within our state.

The 2020 cohort will research, design, implement and assess a small scale, short-term public humanities project at their library between April 1 and December 31, 2020. Working in a collaborative learning environment that will incorporate face-to-face and virtual group meetings as well as individualized advising, participants will acquire new skills and knowledge in programming and project management, build confidence and develop capacity in working with immigrants and other target audiences and exercise creativity and imagination through experimenting with new programming approaches.

[INSERT BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR PROJECT; CONSIDER ADDING A QUOTATION FROM PROJECT DIRECTOR, ADVISOR, ETC.] ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
“American public libraries have played an important role in welcoming newcomers throughout our history,” said Julie Fry, President & CEO of California Humanities. “This year, the cohort of our Library Innovation Lab program will continue that legacy by building capacity within California libraries for all communities in our state—from newly arrived immigrants to longtime residents. We congratulate the ten grantees whose projects will promote understanding and provide insight into a wide range of topics, issues, and experiences.
To date, 32 California libraries from across the state have participated in the program. A complete list of all Library Innovation Lab grantees can be found on the California Humanities website: https://calhum.org/funding-opportunities/library-innovation-lab/list-of-library-innovation-lab-grants/ 

About California Humanities:  
California Humanities, a nonprofit partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities, promotes the humanities—focused on ideas, conversation, and learning—as relevant, meaningful ways to understand the human condition and connect people to each other in order to help strengthen California. California Humanities has provided grants and programs across the state since 1975. To learn more, visit calhum.org, or like and follow California Humanities on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  
###
