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California Documentary Project (CDP)
California stories, national audiences

$1,842,785 awarded in 2023

Through CDP we continue to bring essential California stories to both statewide and
national audiences, with grants to 18 new media projects and co-presenting screenings
and discussions with community partners in Sacramento, San Diego, Riverside,

San Rafael and more.

139 grants made in 2023

CDP NextGen
Supporting media literacy and young storytellers

Do We Need Morqiﬁﬁod 9! We made 10 grants supporting youth media programs serving filmmakers and podcasters
Fights?, Los AngRF’s ) under 18. Projects include a multimedia workshop for Indigenous youth as they explore
) AR their tribal history, language, and culture; and a community-based youth-led radio
reporting projects serving Los Angeles’ Boyle Heights neighborhood.

991 grantee programs hosted

Civics + Humanities Middle Grades Grants
Empowering middle-schoolers to engage in civic life

OUR MISSION

California educators used Middle Grades Granfts for a traveling exhibit on Anne Frank,

q q franslating classroom fexts into Spanish, fours of San Francisco’s Japantown, and creating
TO. connect Californians N 4 , 1 a field trip program to Wahhoga Village, the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation's Teaching &
to ideas and one another v & X { fAeR, 5 Healing Center in Yosemite National Park.

in order to understand

our shared heritage and | B\ T : N Emerging Journalist Fellowship
diverse cultures, inspire civic = ' : 2 29 Amplifying the voices and perspectives of student journalists

participation, and shape ; ‘g’ 53 5 5 W' P ) ; We partnered with nine California community colleges to provide training and
‘ opportunities for student journalists to conduct in-depth reporting projects on issues of

P RESI D E NT’S MESSAG E our future. ' fi Ci : ni V‘ i ‘ ' | e "’ Q;;ég'rr;hs - Hi:i%%y importance fo their campuses and communities, including award-winning projects on

; ef coastal erosion due to climate change, housing insecurity, and programs for formerly
Projech, Joshua Tree \%d | incarcerated students.

632,828 attendees

While 2023 marks a leadership transition at California Humanities, | am delighted ‘ 4 e
to report that the grantmaking impact continued to have a positive effect == B

on how Californians participate in dynamic humanities programming. This is \ 1 O L oLl B el G S (0 . "
a testament to the eF;feC’rivpe staff o’ryCoIifornio Humoni’rgoes.gTheir ins’r%ru’rionol e screening, Sacr n Engaging experiences that help strengthen California’s vibrant humanities ecosystem
knowledge and deep experience with grantmaking have allowed us to
maintain our systems of advancing the humanities across the state. | am grateful
to take leadership of California Humanities as the organization approaches its
50th anniversary in 2025, which you will learn more about this year.

Grants to non-profit organizations and public agencies across the state supported
thought-provoking and eye-opening humanities programs that increased public
understanding of California’s cultural diversity and complex history.

Humanities for All Quick Grants
This 2023 Impact Report highlights the cornerstone grantmaking programs Funding small-scale projects that help us understand local stories
of California Humanities such as the Humanities for All grants—both Project
Grants and Quick Grants—as well as our California Documentary Project and
surrounding programs like the CDP Screening Series. In addition, California
Humanities offered issue-related programs such as the Library Innovation
Lab and the Emerging Journalist Fellowship. We also launched a pilot phase
of Humanities + Civics Middle Grades and a series of public presentations on
anti-hate in partnership with Zécalo Public Square, as part of the National
Endowment for the Humanities response to the White House initiative
United We Stand.

Offered three times a year, this program fosters interactive humanities-centered
experiences weaving local stories and shared exploration—with more than half of alll
applicants submitting as newcomers to this program.

Library Innovation Lab
Engaging immigrants through the public humanities

10 California public libraries experimented with new programs to center immigrants and
build more inclusive communities through an immersive “learn by doing” professional
development program.

As the state affiliate to the National Endowment for the Humanities, California
Humanities is the only nonprofit dedicated to advancing the humanities in
Cdlifornia. We are fortunate that the state of California has an established
network of humanities providers that we support and collaborate with, and we
are committed to connecting Californians and building the field of humanities
practitioners, from academics to elders and culture bearers.
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Rick Noguchi, President and CEO

By exploring texts that examine subjects such as healing, empathy, and narrative,

participating healthcare providers at VA Medical Centers in Fresno, Sacramento, San
Francisco, Palo Alto, and Kaiser Permanente’s Los Angeles Medical Center delve info
the stories of their patients and the contexts that shape their lives.

United We Stand
Resilience against hate

Do We Need More Food Fights¢ launched an NEH-supported partnership
with Zécalo Public Square that uses public presentation and civic
dialogue to combat hate through programs that foster understanding,
empathy, and resilience.
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